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body was first sent to Malacca and thence to Goa where
either by divine agency or the embalmer's skill, it remains
to this day perfectly preserved in the church of Bom Gesu.
Xavier's canonisation in 1621 by Pope Gregory XV proves
the miracles that the saint performed during his lifetime.
He was now called upon, long after death, to perform a
greater miracle still.

While the ramparts of Goa were resounding with the
Marathas' cries of "Har Har Mahadev" and the answering
shouts of the gallant Portuguese, the Count of Alvor
ordered in the church of Bom Gesu a service in honour of
the saint. During the service were recited and played
the prayers and music that he once had loved. Then
opening the dead man's tomb, Alvor placed in the hands
of the corpse his staff of office and the royal letter by
which the king had appointed him Viceroy of Goa. In a
firm voice the Count declared that Francis Xavier and no
longer Alvor was now Governor-General of the Portuguese
Indies. Earthly arms had failed to defend it; lot the saint
now shield from harm the Estado de Goa4. This act
performed, Alvor knelt in prayer by Xavier's head, and
with anany tears and sighs awaited the advent of the
miracle. "What then/' cries a contemporary chronicler,
"were the dispositions of the now viceroy?" In a few
moments the hard-pressed garrison saw on the horizon the
advancing vanguard of a Moghul army; and after one
desperate assault Sambhaji was forced to raise the siege*

The modern reader will look to some cause other than
Francis Xaviez*'s miraculous powers for the timely arrival
of the Moghuls. Late in 1683 the emperor had moved
from Burhanpur to Ahmadnagar, intending to make the
latter city his headquarters. To his two sons, Shah Alam
and Azam Shah, he entrusted large armies. He directed
Azam. Shah to overrun Khaadesh and Naslk and above all,
to take Salher, which he soon did, through tho treachery of

* There is an admirable account of this incident in Uma dona Portugaoza,
j>, 88 el seq.